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F R E E ME N 


Of the City of HERE FO R D. 
Friends. "Neig oil, and Fellow Citizens. 


S I lately Endeavour'd to give you the beſt Advice J could, 
to avoid the Poiſonous Baits that were laid for your 
Eternal Ruin, fo give me leave now to rejoyce with you 
on the late glorious Victory you have gained over Cortuption 
and Perjury, in the Defence of vour Liberties, and from a jult 


Reſcntmicnt ot the Inſult offer d to your God. 


I could never indeed doubt that a great Waser of the Subſtantial Part of 
the City would riſe above all Temptations, and Vote for tuch Gentlemen 
as would Eudeavout to Protect Trade, reduce Taxes, and prevent the Ex- 
portation of Wool; a Practice of the worſt Conſequence io this Nation. 
tho' hitherto little diſcouraged, and icarce thought wortny the Notice of 
Parliament, Thoſe who had conſiderable Properties themſelves, were Senfivle 
mat the Intereſt of the Countr} Gentlemen was the ſame with their Own, 
and therefore Voted for luch Gentlemen as they had reaſen to think would 
preſerve their Properties, and not ſttive to increaſe their own lucomes at 
tac Expence of the Publick. 


But how can we enovgh coma tho'e poor bonelt worthy Men, — 
in thele terrible Times of Scarcity when they had hardly Bread to Eat, reſiſted 
all Tewprations, preferr'd a Good Con ſcience before larger Sums than they 
perhaps had cver Scen, or could hope to See, and fcoin'd ro ſell racir Souls, 
even at the higheſt Rate. With what Pleaſure: I oblery'd theſe our pood 
eck rving Fellow Citizens however mean in ou ward Appearance, yet rich 
in lategity, Smiling with a cheerful Innocence, and going up to take the 
Onh with an honeſt and becoming Aſſurance, ſuch as naturally ariſes from a 
quiet Mind, While -amoneſt Thoſe of the Other Side, We migbr eaſily Ob- 
Herve à Gloom of Countenance, expreſſing an inward Diforder of Soul, and 
often a Trembling all over the Body, _ Thete, tao' Signs of Guilt were Proois 
that the poor Creatures were not quite loſt to all Senfe ot Shawe; Bur ſome 
advanced in fo inſolent a Manner as ſhewed they little regarded the Oath, or 
thar God whom they had called to Wizneſs, Tneſe had cither their Contciences 
Stupered with Liquor, or lulled aſleep by ſome cale-hardend Caluifts, who 
had explained away the Oath, and are thetetore tar more blameable than the 
poor Igrorant Wretches they have deluded; For which when they can no 
longer trifle with Oaths, they muſt anſwer to an all-diſcerning God. As 
ſuch Men muſt be tor ever deſpited by every Man of Honour, So thote honcſt 
Hearts gat food firm in the Day of Tryal, (how poor {oever they may be) 
will b&+$ceardcd here by all Men of Religion or common Honeſty, will efgape 
the fiery Lry al prepared tor impenitent Sinners; and enter at laſt into th 27 
of their Lord. A 


is % 


As to ſuch of You as have taken the Money and Voted on the other Side, 


Tou cannot I ſuppole, by the Niceſt Caſuiſts be charged with Perjury, Since 
Lou cannot be ſaid to have taken Money to Vote for the Perſons whom you 
Vored againft. You arc indeed greatly blamed by ſome People, who would 
not have blamed you at all if you had Vored on their Side and been Perjured. 
According to the Old Proveib, To deceive the Dectiver is no Decei; And 
rhe worſt that can be ſaid of you is, that from no unreaſonable Reſentment, 
You have deceived thoſe of their Money, who would have tricked you out 
_ of your Salvation, You need not trouble yourſelves about the Notes You 
gave for the Money, fince the Gentlemen ate refolved to defend you againſt 
them A Perfon late in Authority was pleaſed to lay, there was no Natural 
Intereſt in Hereford but Money; which is as much as to ſay, tis natural for 
his Hello, Citizens to be Betjured: An extraordinary Complement, for which 
Few will thank him. However, thanks to Almighty God, He is now con- 
vinced, and has lived to (ce the Natural Intereſt carry ic againſt Money. For 
whatever was pretended of Money's being given on the other Side muſt fall 
to the ground of courſe, ſince there was not the leaſt Attempt to prove it. 
Whereas Brivery was proved on the Court Candidates beyond all Diſpute from 
the Money's being actually produced in Publick by ſeveral of the Receivers. 


1 muſt now apply my ſelf to ſuch of you as took the Oath and the Money. 
am apt to think rhe Morey you have receiv*d is by this time almoſt, if not 
quite ſpent, ſo ſhall take leave toaſk you in the Words of the Apoſtle; Mat 
Frait have ye in thiſe things where:f ye are now Aſhamd? For the End 
of thoſe things is Death. And tho God in his infinite Mercy hath not Pun- 
i hed you with immediate Death of the Body, as he hath done by levcral 
vnoſe Crimes are far ſhort of yours; Yet you may depend upon it, it you do 
not Snecdily and Sincerely repent of this damnable Sin of Perjuty, you will 
Suffer Eternal Death in the Ruin of your Souls which our bleſſed Saviour Re- 
deemed with his preccious Blood. Alas! my poor miſled Brethren, how 
Wretchedly hare you returned that ineſtimable Benefit! If a Man ſhould not 
only ffi m, but {wcar to any of your Faces, a Thing which you know to be 
#hiolarciy falſe, would not you think ſuch a Fellow loſt to all Senſe of Same? 
Wast Opinion then muiſt the all-knowing God, who tryeth the very Hearts 
and Fins, have of you; Who infolently Swore by his Name, and called Him 
to Wirnels a Thing which not only He, but you your ſelves knew to 
be as abſolutely falſe as he is true? When you repeated tne Words, Jo Help 
me GOD; Did you not conſider that as you had taken the Money, You 
by thole Words deprived your ſelves of his Help and Protection in this World, 
as welt as of Eternal Salvation in the next. And what a mean Opinion muſt 
you have ot that Almighty God who created and redeem'd you, to imagine 
ne could be as cafily impoſed upon by you, as you have been deluded by yo 

weak and wicked Adviſers. 


Fs Theſe notable Caſuifts have try'd to perſuade you that you could not be 


P<rjm'd, becaule the Money was not given you for your Votes, but only lent 


you. Bat pray let me ask you, Do ynu ever deſign to repay this Money? And 
when you gave Notes for ir, Did you then believe that They to whom you 
gave thote Notes wouid ever ask you for it again? Nay,. did they not Promiſe 
you they would not cxpect it, provided yon gave your Votes to their Friends? 
Do you think they wouid have lent you the Money at that time had not it 
not been upon that Account? And can you Suppole, when they lent you the 
Monev, they did not expect your Votes in return? Theſe are piain Queſtions, 
to which if you cannot give a plain and honeſt Anſwer you muſt own your 
ſelves Perjut d, Since the Words of tae Oath are, that you have not directly 
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DS. (3) 
or indirectly taken or had by your ſelf or any other Perſon any Sum or Suri 
of Money for your Vote: And Iam ure, this fort of borrowing is ſo indirect 
a. Way of taking the Money, that tis plaia ro any Honeft Man of Common 


Senſe you are diretly forſworn; As you alſo are, it your Wives took it for 
you, whatever thele Caſuiſts may aftirm to the contrary, 


As I have often mentioned the Word Caſuiſt, it may not be improper in 
ſome Meaſure, to explain it to you. A Caluiſt (at leaſt ſuch as you have had 
to deal with) is like a Creature commonly called a Bite, who will tell you 
a very great Lye with a very grave Face; He is like a knaviſh Horle- Jockey 
who will (wear a founder'd Jade is perfectly ſound, when he has ſcaice a Leg 
to ftand on: He is a ſort ot Mountebank Docter, who pretends to cure all 
Diſtempers in the Conſcience, but, like a Kaaviſh Tinker, makes at leaſt as 
many Holes as he mends, and his Patients arc very apt to die by the Hands of 
the Common Executioner. If you are guilty of Murder, Theft, Perjury, or 
any heinous Crime, one of theſe Cafuiſts will at firſt perſuade you that it 
is but a ſmall Fault, and by degrees convince you that *tis no Fault at all: He 
will argue 1o long, that he will even ſeem to be convinced himſelf; Aud being 
inured to Fal hood, has ſeldom Sincerity enough even for a Death-bed Re- 
pentance, but generally dies in the moſt dreadful Agonies of Deſpair. 


Such, alas! are your Adviſers; on whom if you continue to rely, you will 
bein the lame caſe with Hezekiah in truſting to Pharaoh King of £gypr, who 
is compared to a broken Reed, that would wound the Hand in the lame 
manner as theſe Wretches will your Souls. Whar need had theſe Fellows to 
Adviſe you to rear thoſe Papers which were put into your Hands before the 
Election, if the Things contained in them had been falie? Truth can bear 


the Striteſt Search; and their not Suffering you to read it in thoſe printed Papers 


was a plain Proof that they had told you nothing but Lyes themſelves. Thoſe 
Papers were chi-fly intended to convince you, that there was a God, and a 
Day of Judgement, when Honeſty would be rewarded, and Peijuiy Puniſh'd, 
none of which it was for their Intereſt to have yon believe. 


As the Methods theſe People have taken are entirely inconſiſtent with the 
Laws of God, io they tend toward deſtroying all Faith and Confidence among 
Man. In your dcalings with your Fellow Citizens, can you truſt a Man upon 
his Word; whom you cannot believe upon his Oath? Can you imagine he v ill 
prove ttue to you, when he has been falſe to his God? Who cares to deal with 
Folks taiated with Perjury? Tis even dangerous to ſpeak to them. 


T heard ſome of you cry out at the Election, No Popery; No pre tender! 
But I muſt tell you, you muſt look for their Friends amongſt your Adviſers, 


among thoſe who tell you, you are not forſworn, when your own Conſcie nces 


convince you that you are, Can they pretend to be Friends to King GEOKGE, 
who make a Jeſt of Oaths? Or can we expect that more Regard will be paid 
to the Abjuration Oath than to all Others? Nay, I will venture to ſay, that 
ſingle Oath hath been a greater Security to his Majeſty's Crown than the ſtand- 
ing Army; and is the beſt Pledge for keeping that Army ſtcady in his Intereſt, 
And as to Popery, tis very well known, the Proteftants charge the Church of 


Rome with putting a falſe Senſe upon Words and Oaths; A Thing which We 


diſdain, and your Adviſers Practice, 


Much ſtreſs has been laid upon Gentlemens uſing Threats to deprive People of 
their Cuſtom; This has been branded as a Crime even equal to Perjury, when 


pratited on One fide, thao? icarce allow'd to be any at all on the Other. And 
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I will uncertate to prove, that people were actually turned oFfrom thou Bufinefs 
on the Court Side before they were once tareaten'd by the Country Genriemen. 
I could wiſh nothing of that Nature had been dome on either Side; Buy bf it 15 
ulcd on One Side, it muſt be on the Other, Otherwiſe the One will have a 
areat Advantage over the Other. If no Money had been given the Country 
Gentlemen would have had no Occaſion of Threats: Love and Gratitude in 
the Pcople would have done their Buſineſs; there would have been no Oc- 
calion of any thing elſe, ſince they that ſpend their Eſtates among them 
would be beft intitled to their Votes. 


Tis ſeid the Court Candidates deſigned every thing for your Good, tho I 
hope will be allow'g that damning People cannor be ſor their Good: But 
it {(eems, they were to have prevented the Four Shiliings Duty upon Cyder, 
and to have kept eff Soldiers from the Town, The Number of Members of 
Parliament ſcar up from this whole County amount to no more than Eight; 
Let any unpte judiced Perion caſt his Eye over the Liſt of Members for the 
Weiicin Conntics, And as great Quantities of Cyder are made in thoſe Countics, 
let him judge whether it be out of regard to Herefordſhire, or Devanſsire and 
Cernmal, that the Duty was not long 3 280 levy'd: And if it ſhould be raiſcd 
here it might be juſtly thought hard if the Weſt of England ſhould not pay it's 
Share. And as to Soldiers, 'tis well known all Officers are fond of being 
quarter'd at Hereford, and that we were never free from them when Mr. 
H:fiphalins's Father was Member for the City; So that theſe Notions are 
as grcundicis as thoſe in behalf of Perjury. And ſurely, You cannot be fo 
weak as to imagine, that Placemen will ever leſſen Taxes: No; More Places 
produce more Taxes, and more Taxes require more Placemen; So that the Con- 
ſequence of chuſing Members who either have or will attempt to get ON 
will not be only our paying Four Shillings in the pound, but, as the Addret: 
from the Town of Toineſs i in Devonſtire expteſſes it, be the ready way to TA 
our pay ing the other Sixteen too. 


As I perſuade my Self, that Fewof you would have taken the Money but 
on account of the great Scarcity, and hardly any of you, it you had not been 
mitted by falſe Friends; All that I can Adviſe you is, te confeſs your Crimes 
both ro GOD and Man. and to inform us who theſe evil Adviſers arc, that 
like Judas have betray'd both You and their Maſter. By theſe means you 
will Enable us to proſecute them, and avoid being proſccuted yourſelves; 
Lou will be reconciled to your old Friends and Cuſtomers; and upon a Sincere 
Repentance, and humbly imploring the Divine Mercy, may obtoin your 
Pato on trom that Almighty God, waom You have fo grievouſly Offended; 
Bur who hath been pleaſed of his infinite Goodneſs to declare that, He Hefireth 


not the Death of a Sinner, but rather that be pr turn from bis Micke dne ſa 
and li ve. 


T1 Am, 
Tour Sincere Friend and Ielwiſher, 
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